A24 


THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, FBBRUARY 2, 1989 


JfeUr jjark Sinter 


ADOLPH 8. OCHS.Publulur IB96 IMS 
ARTH UR HAV8 8 UIZ 8 RR 0 P.R, Publuhrr 1935 IMI 

orvil k. nRyrooa.fVNnhrriWi./PM 


ARTHUR OCHS 8UIiRER0KR./>uNuA«' 
ARTHUR OCHS SULZHF.nnKR JH_ Orputy Publiihtr 

MAX FRANKELCnculiW W/ior 
ARTHUR OEI.B, Nanafinj Editor 
WARREN HOOK, Attiitanl Mana/inf Editor 
JOHN M. I.KK, Auititnl Menajinx Editor 
ALI.AN M. filKUAI, Attiitanl Mantjinjt Editor 

JACK BOSKNIHM^ Editorial I’agr Editor 
LESUE H. OKI£. Dtpufy Editorial Pa/t Editor 

UNCE R. PRIMIR, Prtiidtnl 
J. A. RIOOS JfL.Etrc.V.r., Manufacturing 
HOWARD HI8IIOW. Sr. VP, Opt ration t 
RUSSELL T. IT.WIS.5r.VP. Production 
EHICH 0. LINKER JR, Sr. VP, Advcrti.ing 
JOHN M. O'BRIEN, Sr. VP. Finoncrdt Human Rnountt 
RUSK J. ROSS, Sr. VP. S^lrm. 


Letters 


Cold War Brinks, Revisited 

i __ _ 7 


No final nnsweTs^inerged from the recent Mos- 
, cow conference of American and Soviet partlcl- 
poms in the 1862 Cuban missile crisis. Yet ten five 
or even three years ago, who would have thought 
such an encounter possibie? The meeting bodeB well 
for Mikhail Gorbachev’s call to remove embarrass- 
ing blanks from Soviet history. 

!n the same closed room were gathered several 
or President Kennedy's senior advisers; the former 
Soviet Foreign Minister, Andrei Gromyko; Cuban 
officials, and Sergei Khrushchev, son of the deposed 
leader whose very name had vanished from Soviet 
political discourse. 

Everyone agreed, then as before, that the world 
came perilously close to a nuclear war when Mr. 
Kennedy imposed a blockade to force Moscow to re- 
move missiles secretly deployed in Cuba. But the 

Si n i? ,d "°‘ c,ear up what real, y impelled 
T a Khrushchev to deploy those missiles, or 
whether Fidel Castro in fact urged Moscow to start 
a nuclear war by attacking U.S. cities. 

More Interesting than the details of the re- 
hearsal of a climactic moment was the rehearsal It- 
self — an event that prompts a larger question: 


Why shouldn’t there be more such meetings of peo- 
ple from all sides who played a role at turning 
points in the cold war? ° 

Consider Yalta: Did Soviet diplomats like Mr 
Gromyko truly believe the West had abandoned 
Eastern Europe to Soviet dominion? And did West- 
ern diplomats truly nourish imperialist visions of 
encircling and subverting the Soviet Union? Why 
not a firsthand response, In an open session, from 
George Kennan, whose cables from the American 
Embassy in Moscow in the 1940’s articulated the 

very axioms of the cold war? 

r,n 3 Wl,h relros Pective possibil- 
ities, the 1956 Hungarian revolt, the 1968 Invasion of 
Czechoslovakia, the Vietnam War. Selective mem- 
ory and state secrecy may limit how far partlcl- 
pants can discuss, eJen In tranquillity, the motives 
that drove leaders to resort to force. But the encoun- 
ters themselves have human value, and could pro- 
vide Insight Intd abiding puzzles. 

Is the cold war rooted in a collision of Ideology 
0 , r u nter ,®. Sl , 8? . How accurate were assessments of the 
other side s intentions in conflicts past? There are 
questions enough to fill a thousand Moscow nights 


